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Probate and estate administration and planning—
we’re here to help

 Lifetime Estate and Inheritance Tax planning—
ensuring available IHT reliefs and exemption are
claimed

 Discreet and compassionate Probate service and
Estate administration providing as much or as little
support as you require

 Executorships

 Family succession and retirement planning

 Full range of Accountancy, Taxation and Payroll
services tailored to suit your needs

 FREE initial telephone consultation

For friendly, professional, proactive advice
please contact:

Butler & Co Chartered Accountants,
Bennett House, The Dean, Alresford, SO24 9BH
T: 01962 735544, E: infobutler@butler-co.co.uk

www.butler-co.co.uk
Licensed to provide non-contentious
Probate services by the ICAEW

The Alresford Accountants
since 1992

Residential Property
Wills & Probate

Family Law & Mediation
Notary Public

Dispute Resolution
Business Law

Employment Law

Bringing talented people together to
achieve exceptional outcomes
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IF YOU are considering who to 
appoint as your executors, or have 
been asked to act as an executor, 
you may be worried about what 
this entails.

The duties of an executor are 
laid out in law.

However, the practicalities of 
what will be required of you can 
differ greatly depending on the 
circumstances of the deceased’s 
estate. 

If the estate is simple and well 
organised, the process should be 
straightforward. However even the 
simplest estate that is disorganised 

can be a challenge.
Estate planning includes 

preparing a record of all the assets 
within an estate, pulling together 
any relevant documentation 
and policies and having a good 
understanding of what the will 
contains. 

This is essential to preparing for 
administering the estate. 

The more that can be done in 
lifetime while the person asking 
you to act is available to answer 
questions eases that process.

Often simple things get 
overlooked, such as passwords to 

online accounts. 
With the growing use of digital 

accounts, online banking and 
storage of photographs and 
documents, it is important 
that access to these accounts is 
conveyed to the executors. 

Accounts such as PayPal are not 
UK based and Brexit may bring 
additional measures to access any 
funds held.

As licensed practitioners 
for probate related work and 
specialists in all aspects of 
taxation, accounts preparation 
and estate planning, Butler & Co 

are best placed to take care of your 
probate and estate administration 
work. 

We can provide as much or as 
little support as you need to get 
things done.

Butler & Co has a local and 
national reputation for providing 
excellent advice and first-class 
service together with a high level of 
client care and communication. 

For advice or a free telephone 
consultation, please do not 
hesitate to contact us on 01962 
735544 or by email at infobutler@
butler-co.co.uk

IT GOES without saying that 
2020 was a very difficult year for 
most of us.

Indeed, the pressures of being 
forced to spend time together 
because of lockdowns and 
social-distancing measures, job 
worries, financial strains and 
the inability to access support 
from family and friends have 
contributed to a very tough year 
with many people re-evaluating 
their lives and relationships.

Sadly, for many, the 
coronavirus pandemic has 
proved to be the catalyst for 
couples to go their separate 
ways and file for divorce – with 
perhaps Christmas arguments 
being the last straw.

If you are thinking about 
separating from your partner, 
your first port of call should be 
to get some legal advice from 
one of our Family Law solicitors. 

They are on hand to offer you 
support and get you through 
the divorce process.

At Phillips, we know only 
too well it can be a deeply 
emotional, upsetting and 
difficult time.

We are here to give advice you can 
trust, particularly when it comes to 
your children, home and sorting out 
your finances.

Our solicitors will listen to your 
concerns and discuss your options, 
letting you know what your rights are, 
as well as those of your former partner.

We can also assist you through 
family mediation if you prefer, through 
Haymarket Family Mediation which is 
part of Phillips.

For many people, mediation is 
a quicker and cheaper option for 
resolving family difficulties about 
children or finances than going to court.

It empowers separating couples to 
make their own decisions together.

Our objective is to help you as quickly 
and effectively as possible with the best 
outcomes for you and your family.

Whatever the issue you face this new 
year, we can help you and your family 
find a way forward.

To find out more about our divorce 
or separation legal services, please call 
Hayley Eachus on 01256 854633, email 
hayley.eachus@phillips-law.co.uk or visit www.
phillips-law.co.uk/family

When contacting Phillips, please 
mention the Herald.

Angela Evans

What does it mean to be an executor?

    Thinking of divorce? 
      We can offer support

Hayley Eachus


