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The road drive section of the test lasts

between 60 and 90 minutes

ACCORDING to Nick Allen,
managing director of
vehicle training provider
Fresh Logic, the heavy
goods vehicle (HGV —now

| correctlyreferredtoas

long goods vehicle, or
LGV)drivingtestis broken
downinto sections.

The four components:

» Show/tell me questions

» Reversing exercise

» Braking exercise
(controlled stop)

» Theroaddrive

“Depending onwhen
you passed your car test,
you may also have to take

| aclassroomtheory test,”

said Nick."The show/tell
me questions are given
atthestartofthetest,

and you willbe asked
around six questions for
arigid [category C]
vehicle. The question bank
canbe viewed atthe
Driving Standards Agency

| (DSA)website.

“Reversingis carried out

: ataDSAtestcentre,

aiming todemonstrate

| goodvehicle control while

reversing leftand rightinto

| asimulated loadingbay,

| beforestopping,he

. ooy

e

Ho dol et about gettin ”
my HGV licence?

| have recently gained my BHSAI qualification and am interested in taking my HGV
test. What training is required and how much practice would I need?
SL, Staffordshire

explained."The braking
exercise or controlled stop
is carried out fromthe
reversing bay; the vehicleis
driventoaspeed of 20mph
and, uponreachinga
marked point,is brought
quickly toacontrolled stop
withinitsownlength.”
Theroaddrive lasts
between 60 and 90
minutes and the examiner
looks for correct use of
mirrors, gears,accelerator,
clutch, brakes (including
parking brake) and speed.
“The general ruleis to
drive at asafe speed,
suitable totheroad
conditions, doing the
allowed speed where safe,”
said Nick.“Watch road
signs and be aware of
theirinformation.
“Occasionally, the
examiner willask you to
stopinasafeplace, to
ensure the correct pulling
away procedures are
carried out. Thiscanbea
mixture of level, uphilland
downhill starts, oran
angled start —suchas
pullingaway frombehinda
parked vehicle.”
Many people fail the
pulling away procedure, so
it should be well practised.

Thegeneralruleistodrive
 atasafespeed,suitableto
" theroad conditions

Nick Allen managing director of vehicletraining provider Fresh Logic
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The key steps are:

» Checkmirrors, then
selectappropriate
gear

» Checkmirrors;
indicate when safe

» Blind-spotcheckinthe
left mirror, then check
therear“blind" areas
outofthe driver's
window

» Look forward, release
the parking brake and
pull away, checking left
and right mirrors

Candidates mustalso
have amedical before
their course and test.

“The examination
assesses general physical
conditionand mability,
eyesight, diabetesand
blood pressureanditis
normally available from

your GP for afee!" said Nick.

COSTS

HGVtrainingata
DSA-accredited school
costsaround £1,200
including the practical
driving test. This priceis
usually for afive-day course
with the testonthefinal day
but does notinclude other
tests required before
training begins,suchasthe
medical and theory/hazard.

INFORMATION

Fresh Logic

Tel: 01865365796
www.freshlogic.co.uk
Show/tell me questions
available at:
www.dsa.gov.uk

Would an equestrian |

business protect
death duties”?

MY father has always enjoyed racing and owns a
number of racehorses. He has decided he would
like to retire the mares to stud. He is proposing to
buy a stud property and integrate my eventing into
the business. We have been told astudis
tax-efficient for protecting death duties.

Is this correct?

Astud farmis considered
tobe"“farming”or
“agriculture”for tax
purposesandcan
thereforeescapeall
death dutiesor
inheritance tax (IHT)if
structured correctly,
according to chartered
accountant Julie Butler
of Butler and Co.

“However, the stud
farmmust be
commercial —there
must be bothsalesand
advertising of
youngstock,”she
advised."Recent
guidance fromthe tax
office states that the
relief will not be available
for‘arichman’s hobby
whichis not carried out
forgain'

“The IHT reliefs
available are agricultural
property relief [APR] and
business property relief
[BPR],whichleadsonto
your eventinginterests.
[fthese are commercial
and runasabusiness,
this will helpinthe
claim for BPR," Julie said.
“Eventing is not
agriculturein taxterms,
whereas breedingis.
[fyour eventing interests
aresubstantialin

NT, Suffolk

The stud farm must be
commercial to qualify

relation tothe stud farm,
these private activities
could putthe IHT reliefs
atrisk. Therecanbe
considerable tax
advantages of astud
farmanditwould be
worthwhile taking
professional taxadvice
before moving the
ideaforward.”

INFORMATION
Butlerand Co

Tel: 01962 735544
www.butler-co.co.uk
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HHadvice@ipcmedia.com

A stud comes under the banner of agriculture for tax purposes
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