Ask Horse & Hound

Our H&H guest experts answer your queries

Some hunt kennels operate
acarcass removal service

What disposal options are
available when my horse dies?

My horse is now 25, and is showing the signs of ageing. What will happen when he
is put down and what are the “disposal” options when a horse dies?

THERE are several options
interms of disposal of your
horse. Your vet cangive you
details of local huntkennels
—whowilloperatea
carcass removal service, for
acharge — or contacts for
your local abattoir. There
arealsoagrowing number
ofanimalincinerator
operators, whose details
youcanfindin Yellow Pages
or from Defra.

If choosing the
cremation route, itwould
beagoodideatosourcea
reputable local animal

cremation companyin
advance —although some
companies willcome at
short notice, and even
collect at night.

Look online for different
companies and compare
their costs; ifyoufindone
you like, youmay evenwant
tocreateapre-payment
plan,tospreadoutthe
cost, whichmay runinto
hundreds of pounds. Seek
personal recommendation
—youcan'tputa
priceonadiscreetand
sensitive service.

Seekarecommendation—
youcan'tputapriceona
sensitiveservice

Adbvice foranyone consideringacremationcompany

KDM, Carmarthenshire

Foranyone considering
burying their horse at
home, pets'bodiesare
subjectto Europeanand
domestic waste controls.
Burialof apethyaprivate
ownerontheirownlandis
allowed, provided the burial
does not pose healthrisks;
the horse’s vet should be
consulted onthis matter.
Thelocal authority and
Environment Agency must
be contacted before burial
tochecknoenvironmental
risksare posedandto
authorise burial.

If your horse is put down
at the vets, make sureyou
discuss withthe practice
how you'd like the animal's
body disposed of.

INFORMATION
Defra
www.defra.gov.uk

Can | reclaim
VAT on my yard's
improvements?

1am about to convert a tumbledown farm building
into a small equestrian livery property; planning
permission has been obtained. Can | claim back
the VAT that has been and will be paid on the
improvements? | am proposing tolet out the

livery yard.

VAT paidforon
improvementsis classed
as"input” VAT, which
refersto VAT acompany
ischarged whenit
makes purchases.

Input VAT canbe
reclaimedbya
VAT-registered individual
onany non-residential
(business) building
atany time, according

to Julie Butler of
Hampshire Chartered
Accountants, Butler

& Co.

“However, thisis
provided youmakean
‘opttotax)’Juliesaid.
“Whenyou opttotax, it
means you will be
entitledtoinput VAT
deduction; in addition,
therentyoucharge the
tenantwill have to have
‘output' VAT addedtoit
— VAT which your
company charges on
items sold.

“Also, the opttotax
cannot be revoked for 20
years once made, soif
you sellthe building at
any time before 2029,
youwillhave tocharge
VAT onthe sale.”

According to Julie, the
tenantof your yard will
probably not charge VAT
ontheliveries,asthe
majority of livery

MA, Hants

services are exemptunder
the Business Brief
21/2001.

“TheVATontherent
couldthereforebea
disadvantage to your
tenant, given that the
rent you charge them
will have output VAT added
toit,"she said."The
answer is therefore tolook
atwhat liesahead now,
and dothe maths.

“There could be a VAT
disadvantageinthelong
run.Althoughiif the tenant
was, forexample,a
racehorse trainer whose
owners could claimback
the VAT, there would not be
suchaproblem.
Discussions must
therefore take place with
thetenantastotheirplans
inthefuture, anditis worth
doing forward
projections. H&H

INFORMATION
Butler & Co

Tel: 01962 735544
www.butler-co.co.uk

Do the VAT maths before making improvements on your yard
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